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SUBJECT: VENDA ELECTIONS 

REFS: A) JOHANNESBURG A-67, B) PRETORIA 2534 

1 . SUMMARY: WHILE THE OPPOSITION PARTY HAS APPARENTLY SWEPT 
THE RECENT ELECTION IN VEND ALAND, ITS PROSPECTS FOR CONTOLLING 
THE ASSEMBLY ARE AT THIS POINT UNCERTAIN. END SUMMARY. 

2. VENDA OPPOSITION LEADER BALDWYN MUDAU TOLD EMBOFF JULY 21 
THAT HIS VENDA INDEPENDENCE PARTY (VIP) HAS WON 31 OF 42 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY SEATS CONTESTED IN THE JULY 5-6 ELECTION. 
ELECTION RESULTS WILL NOT BE OFFICIALLY PROMULGATED UNTIL 
AUGUST. A LENGTHY DELAY IN PUBLISHING ELECTION RESULTS HAS BEEN 
THE NORM AFTER PAST HOMELAND ELECTIONS. MUDAU STATED, HOWEVER, 
THAT THE REASON FOR THE GOVERNMENT'S DELAY IN REPORTING THE 
RESULTS IS DUE TO THE RULING VENDA NATIONAL PARTY'S (VNP) HOPE TO 
MANIPULATE THE RESULTS TO BEST ADVANTAGE. MUDAU SAID HE WAS NOT 
OPTIMISTIC ABOUT CAPTURING 12 OF THE 42 APPOINTED SEATS (RE- 
SERVED FOR CHIEFS AND HEADMEN) HE WILL NEED TO CONTROL THE 
ASSEMBLY. HE HAS BEEN CAMPAIGNING IN VENDALAND TO ATTEMPT TO 
SECURE THE LOYALTY OF SOME OF THE CHIEFS AND HEADMEN BUT SAYS IT IS 
A DIFFICULT TASK BECAUSE "MPHEPHU'S NATIONAL PARTY IS PAYING 
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THEM OFF." 

3. JULY 22 PRESS REPORTS ALLEDGE THAT CHIEF MINISTER PATRICK 
MPHEPHU HAS ALREADY BEGUN AN EFFORT TO NEGATE THE VIP ELECTION 
VICTORY BY NOMINATING DEFEATED VNP CANDIDATES TO THE APPOINTED 
ASSEMBLY SEATS. VIP LEADER MUDAU IS REPORTEDLY INITIATING LEGAL 
ACTION TO PREVENT DEFEATED CANDIDATES FROM FILLING APPOINTED 
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SEATS. PRESS ACCOUNTS ALSO SAY THAT MADAU HAS CAUSED THE SOUTH 
AFRICAN GOVERNMENT TO WARN CHIEF MPHEPHU AGAINST USING MONETARY 
INDUCEMENTS OR INTIMIDATION IN SEEKING THE SUPPORT OF APPOINTED 
CHIEFS AND HEADMEN. 

4. IN AN INTERVIEW JULY 23, MUDAU TOLD THE POST THAT IF HIS 
PARTY CONTROLS THE ASSEMBLY, THERE IS A GOOD CHANCE THAT HE 
WILL SERVE AS CHIEF MINISTER. VENDA'S CONSTITUTION STIPULATES 
THAT ONLY A CHIEF MAY BE CHIEF MINISTER; HOWEVER, MUDAU STATED 
THAT HIS PARTY WILL SUPPORT A CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT TO ALLOW 
HIM AS A COMMONER TO SERVE IN THE POSITION. 

5. COMMENT: THE LANDSLIDE SWEEP OF ELECTED SEATS BY MUDAU'S 
INDEPENDE CE PARTY IS IN STARK CONTRAST TO THE PRE-INDEPENDENCE 
ELECTIONS IN TRANS KEI AND BOPHUTHATSWANA WHERE THE RULING 
PARTIES DECIMATED THE OPPOSITION. THE IRONY OF THE SUTUATION, 
THOUGH, IS THAT WHILE MUDAU'S PARTY OPPOSES INDEPENDENCE, IT 
DID NOT CAMPAIGN ON THIS ISSUE BECAUSE, AS REPORTED IN REF 

A, INDEPENDENCE IS POPULAR IN VANDALAND. VICTORY BY THE 
OPPOSITION PARTY THEN COULD BE SEEN AS A POPULAR REJECTION OF 
MPHEPHU, ONE OF THE MOST INCOMPETENT OF HOMELAND LEADERS. THE 
PROSPECT OF THE VIP CONTROLLING THE ASSEMBLY AND APPOINTING 
MUDAU AS CHIEF MINISTER WILL ALSO PROVIDE A DILEMMA FOR THE 
SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT, AS VENDA WAS EXPECTED TO BE THE NEXT 
HOMELAND TO GAIN INDEPENDENCE (PRETORIA 2534). 
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